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Reductionism in the Philosophy of Science
and the Problem of Mental Properties

Abstract:

In philosophy of mind, theoretical irreducibility of mental predicates is often used to argue for
ontological irreducibility of mental properties, while reduction is understood as a complete reduction
of all mental predicates to physical predicates. This strong understanding was characteristic for the
early stages of logical empiricism: reduction as explicit definability/translatability of theoretical
predicates with the help of empirical predicates, but this understanding is problematic. A weaker
form of reduction is that of employing bilateral reduction sentences for theoretical predicates such
as dispositional terms, and an even weaker form of reduction is empirical confirmability of
propositions with theoretical predicates. In this talk, we will outline a framework for better
interrelating the discussions of reductionism in philosophy of science and philosophy of mind. We
will show that this framework is helpful in untangling the question of ontological (ir-)reducibility of
mental properties to physical properties, because different answers to this question depend on
different syntheses of a particular understanding of reduction and a particular claim about ontology
of mental properties.
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publications: "The Many Faces of Generalizing the Theory of Evolution” (APQ, 2021), "Cultural
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Metaphysics at the institute of philosophy at HHU. Her research interests are in philosophy of mind
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